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Search Engines


Today I had the chance to look at several different search engines and compare and contrast them.  Each of them had similar characteristics but they all had a unique style of their own. The search engines that I looked at were Google, Yahoo, and Windows Live. I chose Google and Yahoo because I use them most and I am very familiar with them. I chose to use Windows Live because I have never used it before and I wanted to experiment with it. 
To start, when I typed in ‘tropical rainforest’ in the Google search box, I got a total of 246,000 hits, while Yahoo gave me 4,110,000 hits. Windows Live Search gave me 5,360,000 hits.  Based on these facts, Windows Live provided me with the most hits and Google gave me the least amount of hits. I honestly did not expect this. I expected Google to give me the most hits, so this caught me by surprise.  Some of the same pages such as ‘Tropical Rainforest’ on blueplanetbiomes.org and ‘Zoom Rainforest’ from enchantedlearning.org came up on the top of the list from all three of the search engines. I could detect a difference in the educational quality of some of the resources generated. Some of them seemed like they could be used well, while others didn’t seem to contain accurate and good educational quality.  You can use search engines in the classroom to find educational resources from the internet. For example, when I searched for  ‘tropical rainforests I got a hit from Enchanted Learning which is a good educational website that provides kids with lessons, practice, games, worksheets and much more that have to deal with the rainforest. Also, kids can use search engines in the classroom if they are working on a research paper, project, or activity and are in need of finding information about a particular topic. 
Two other search engines that I found other than the ones listed on this page were: www.gigablast.com and www.excite.com.  I found many amazing websites that have to do with the rainforest. Here are 15 of my best ones:

· http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/rainforest.htm
· http://www.rainforest.org/
· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/rainforest/animals/Rfbiomeanimals.shtml
· http://www.runet.edu/%7Eswoodwar/CLASSES/GEOG235/biomes/rainforest/rainfrst.html
· http://rainforests.mongabay.com/
· http://www.radford.edu/~swoodwar/CLASSES/GEOG235/biomes/rainforest/rainfrst.html
· http://library.thinkquest.org/11353/trforest.htm
· http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/rainforest.html
· http://www.cln.org/themes/tropical_rainforests.html
· http://www.smm.org/omni/TR/TRclip.html
· http://www.skyrail.com.au/rainforests.html
· http://www.rainforestheroes.com/
· http://www.mbgnet.net/sets/rforest/index.htm
· http://www.mayaparadise.com/tropf1e.htm
· http://kids.mongabay.com/
· http://www.stemnet.nf.ca/CITE/importance_rainforest.htm
